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"‘“kﬁ;'ﬂ’,’,,i"sﬁggf; Ahbout 15 seconds ai‘"ter the Bruins won the Stanley Cup,
Artists; dress: Igot atext from a friend in Vancouver. “Congrats,” he
e wrote. “People are pretty gutted over here.” He added
UH}‘i }}';iﬁ';'};mkf that the streets were filling with

emann /LANDOV smoke. “Sorry to hear that,” Ire-
plied. “People are pretty happy
here. I'm watching an impromp-
tu orgy strike up outside the
bar.” It’s all perspective. There is
nothing either good or bad, but
thinking makes it so.

The mind makes for a handy
escape hatch. For instance, when I'm slumped in my
office on airless afternoons, a stack of unread music
listings gnawing at my sanity, [ like toimagine that I'm
19th-century cultural critic and poet Matthew Arnold.
It’s awesome. I love the late-Victorian idea that, even
though the old verities of religion and class are reced-
ingagainst the onslaught of chill modernity, [ can still
sport handsome side-whiskers. There’s also the thrill
ofbelieving we can achieve a perfect society if everyone
attends edifying lectures. And, oh, to wear a fez with
; _ o asmoking jacket in the evening! I imagine that Itakea

| . thoughtful pull from my pipe before picking up pen and

| : inkpot for a flight of poesy. In no time at all, I've seribbled
out Dover Beach, in which I draw together threads of un-
certainty and loss of faith, yet poignantly hope that, by
remaining true to love, there may yet be some meaning
onthis “darkling plain.” ThenIsip acupofteaanddiea
little of repression.

Or better, limagine I'm a ninja. That’s actually a hell
of alot more entertaining.
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OVIE BUFFS AND

gossip junkies dream

of strolling the streets
of Cannes, France, in search of
stars, but you don’t need to hit
the Riviera to get your Holly-
wood-by-the-sea fix. Try the
90-minute drive to Newport, R.I.,
playground of bolded names like
Ed Norton, Brad Pitt and Bruce
Willis.

Steeped in the decadent his-
tory of America’s Gilded Age,
Newport boasts top-notch shop-
ping, snacking and sunning. Most
of the Bellevue Avenue man-
sions, one-time homes to Ban-
crofts, Astors and Vanderbilts,
are open for public gawking, the
most intriguing being Rough
Point. The summer cottage of to-
bacco heiress Doris Duke houses
her hodgepodge of tapestries,
antiques and opulent accoutre-
ments before splitting off into a
year-long exhibit dedicated to
her clothing—a collection of mid-
century sportswear from labels
like Gucci, Halston and Valentino.

A short trip down Ocean Drive
brings you to Castle Hill Inn, a
sprawling resort complete with
its own lighthouse and coastal
walking trail. Each manicured
inch of the 40-acre peninsula
encourages guests to take a
breather and enjoy the views of
the mainland across the bay. The
turret-topped main house was
once home to renowned scien-
tist Alexander Agassiz, and has
hosted guests from Mark Twain
to momentary Celtic Shaquille
O’'Neal and his Flavor-ful girl-
friend, Hoopz.

The building holds nine guest
rooms and four dining rooms
overlooking the lawn, but the
property stretches to include a
private chalet and cottages. The

luxurious beach-house rooms are

equipped with kitchenettes and
private decks that look directly

out onto the shore and are con-
nected by a path leading to the

resort's private sand.

IF YOU CAN'T

DO CANNES...
TRY NEWPORT.

Although Castle Hill offers
in-room treatments, massage
connoisseurs should try the spa at
the Vanderbilt Grace hotel. A hot
stone massage uses local stones
and lava rocks as tools rather than
as simple heat conductors. Near-
by, a strip of recently revamped
storefronts houses boutiques like
Angela Moore and Calvet Sacs &
Bagages, a chi-chi handbag col-
lection whose quality and exotic
skins rival Hermes.

For dinner, the farm-to-table
trend is evoked wonderfully at
hot spots like Tallulah on Thames,
Fluke Wine, Bar & Kitchen and the
dockside Mooring Seafood Kitch-
en & Bar. At Castle Hill, executive
chef Jonathan Cambra plates up
dishes that showcase vegetables
grown on-site and locally sourced
proteins. And there's a special
luxury in knowing your tautog
was caught just yards from where
you're sitting. %

ROUGH POINT 680
Bellevue Ave., Newport
(401-847-8344) newport
restoration.org/visit/
rough_point

CASTLE HILL INN
590 Ocean Drive,
Newport (888-466-1355)
castlehillinn.com

VANDERBILT
GRACE 41 Mary St.,
Newport (401-846-6200)
vanderbiltgrace.com

ANGELA MOORE 190
Bellevue Ave., Newport
(401-619-1900) angela
moore.com

CALVET SACS &
BAGAGES 172 Bellevue
Ave., Suite 314, Newport
(401-207-5329) marcela
calvet.com

TALLULAH ON
THAMES 464

Thames St., Newport
(401-849-2433) tallulahon
thames.com

FLUKE WINE, BAR

& KITCHEN 41Bowens
Wharf, Newport (401-849-
T778) flukewinebar.com

THE MOORING
SEAFOOD KITCHEN
& BAR 18ayers Wharf,
Newport (401-846-2260)
mooringrestaurant.com
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